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OLYMPICS TURIN WINTER GAMES
Canadian sliders carving winningpath

Jamaican-born Brown granted citizenship; skeleton creveollects World Cup medals
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Canada'’s ice sliders are riding an avalanche of gead and World Cumedals all the way to the
Turin Winter Olympics.

In bobsleigh, Jamaican-born Lascelles Brown cguhlifcely contain his joyesterday after he was
grantedCanadiarcitizenship by a cabinet order-agouncil. The31-year-old can officially don
Canada's uniform as tipewerful pusher andbrakeman of the Olympic two-mamd four-man
sleds driven byPierre Lueders.

Meanwhile, Helen Upperton of Calgary drove @enadian women's sledits first-ever World
Cup goldmedal finish andourth podium finish of theeason at SMoritz, Switzerland.

In the daring sport of skeleton, Mellisa HollingswoRIehards of EckvilleAlta., remained on top
of the WorldCup skeletomankings and maintained@afor-6 recordof podium finishes after
yesterday's silver-medal placiong theclassic natural icehute of St. Moritz. Lindsaglcock of
Calgary took thehird spot.

The pair completed a full set bardware in the sport of head-firsimantorpedoes, as Calgary
veteran Jeff Pain grabbed gatdthe men's event theay before.

The long-awaited news abdatown had to be accomplished by a caboreier anccame on
deadline, as an election loomsonday.

Brown took a call in St. Moritz yesterday from the Minister of Citizenshiplammdigration, Joe
Volpe.

"l asked, 'Who's this?' " Brown said.
When Volpe identified himself, Brown's heart leapt.

"Yes. Yes. The Minister's called. This is important,” Brown said. "It maddagymy week, my
month, my year. . . . Thgst thing | did, | smiled.

"l keep laughing. | had to go to Pierre's room because my room is tod@nmad. | had to share
it. I wish | was with myfamily to share it, too."

Brown's wife, Kara, and two-year-old daughter, Zody, are Canadians. Biasvawo more
children, living in Jamaica.

A former slider with that national team, he said he maintains amgaitbnship with Jamaican
athletes.

"l always consider myself a Canadian, competing for Canada," Brown sdeklSligreat. Thanks
to all the Canadians whuade this happen.”

Together, Brown and Lueders were the world champions in two-man lastnceaombined for a
world championship bronza four-man.

Last week at Koenigssee, Germany, Brown pushed Lueders to victory ievewits for the first

time at a European track. K&wotyk of Regina andMlorganAlexander of Calgary were also on the
four-man crew.
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Lueders said the citizenship resolution removed "a huge obstacle" b&aeadians and the
podiums.

"The facts are the facts: Without Lascelles on the team, the charamggluhg result-wise was
very slim," Lueders saidNothing against thethers but Lascelles is the best athlete on the tean
He makes everyorsround himbetter. It's not abouhe medals, but about sending athletes and
giving themthe best chance they can have."

"Anything is possible," Brown said. "We're going in with our heads up Wataelieved the long,
fretful wait was over. "keep saying | didn't want think about it, but deep down, it did [affect
me]."

Shane Pearsall, the executive director of Bobsleigh Canada SkeletonBcalled"one of the top
brakemen in the world."

Lueders said the team shook off the weight of uncertainty to foélseaiigssee last week.

"And we made a big statement last week by winning both races. lingagng in our minds, but
we said we can't go on likhis. We have to focusn the World Cups, and we made that
commitment to one another," he said.

"It's going to be difficult in Turin for anyone to beat the Germans in eitheot@ur-man.
They're definitely the team teeat, but that's why we have ttaees."

Lueders was in the news this week as one of the Canadian athletes wapbetbout of being a
candidate for Canadian fldgearer. Part of it wasecausdie might not be able to march with
Brown.

"l think I'd be interested [in carrying the flag, now,] but there's a bedtadtidate here in the room
with me. He's a Canadiamd world champion armgbtential medalist and | don't think there's
anyone more proud to beCanadian right now," Luedessid.

"l just didn't think it was appropriate if he had to be home watchin@lmpics on TV while |
walk in with the flag."

In the women's event, Upperton and brakeman Heather Moygenohersidgowered their sled
in a two-run time of 2ninutes 17.40 seconds.
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